This issue of Christmas Giving is a supplement to A Common Place.
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As you
celebrate
God’s gift
to us this
Christmas,
honor family or
friends with a gift
that changes lives.
When you donate,
you can request cards
to send to your loved
ones explaining the gift
you’ve given in their name.

choose the most
convenient

way to

give:

MAIL

We can’t do it alone
In every country where MCC works, we partner with local churches and organizations with similar
values. We are thankful for these partnerships that help make MCC’s projects as reliable, effective and
efficient as they can be.
All Bible verses are from the New Revised Standard Version. The projects and dollar amounts listed
illustrate the difference your gift can make. Your donation will be used to fund various projects within
the category of MCC’s work you choose to support. If donations exceed costs within a designated
category, MCC will use contributions where they are needed the most.

• Complete your gift selection on
the enclosed envelope. Indicate the
quantity of cards you are requesting.
Include a check payable to MCC or
credit card information.
• Send to MCC by Monday, Dec. 5 to
ensure that you receive gift cards in
time for holiday mailing.

PHONE
• Call toll-free 888.563.4676 to talk to an
MCC representative.

ONLINE
• Go to mcc.org/christmas to choose your
gift through our secure online donation site.
• When your order is complete, you will be
given access to downloadable gift cards, or
call MCC by Dec. 5 to order cards.

a

giftof food . . .

In that region there
were shepherds living
in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock
by night. (Luke 2:8)

. . . gives goats

. . . helps establish
seed banks

to people such as Maryam Ali and her
family in Ethiopia’s Afar region. Years of
drought have weakened their herds and
caused them to lose many of the goats
that they raise for milk and meat.

so farmers like Jenious Lena and husband
Louine Jywasian in Kabay, Haiti, can
store seeds from last year’s harvest.

. . . means farmers
can raise vegetables
in places like Burkina Faso, even during the dry season.
Your gift helps families have enough to eat. Around the
world, MCC partners with farmers as they work to expand
harvests and find better ways to earn a living on their land,
improving nutrition and increasing income to buy more food or meet other needs.
This Christmas, as you celebrate the bounty of the season, you can help farmers
to better feed their families.

yourdollars
can

provide:

$15

training in
growing gardens

$45
one goat

$200
metal silos for
seed banks

a

giftof livelihoods . . .
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them . . . . (Luke 2:9)

Your gift provides new chances for work. It helps people start a business or begin ventures
such as raising animals. It gives them a chance to learn new skills that can bring in more
income. And more income leads to better opportunities for nutrition, health and education.
You know how good it feels to start something new? Join MCC in giving that chance to
families around the world.

. . . gives rabbits,
chickens, pigs and other animals
and training in how to raise them.

. . . sparks hope

through new opportunities, helping Lê Ma. nh Châu and others
affected by Agent Orange in Vietnam
start to raise cows.

yourdollars
can

provide:

$10 $50 $150

rabbits and
other animals

a share of
a cow

one beehive

. . . boosts
income
for women such as Liza (last name
not used for security reasons) in
Iraq, who began raising bees and
selling honey.

a

giftof water . . .
. . . and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see
— I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people . . . .” (Luke 2:9-10)

Your gift provides water
to families and communities. Irrigation gives farmers
new chances to grow crops.
Nearby wells or piped water
systems save families from
spending hours hauling water
for drinking, washing and
cooking. Safe, clean sources
of water mean fewer illnesses.
You can share this life-giving
resource this holiday season.

. . . helps communities dig wells
in places like Caia District, Mozambique.

. . . means having
water at home
rather than having to walk to a well or spring
every day, benefiting people in places including
El-Sheikh Youssef, Egypt.

. . . brings irrigation
for crops

and drinking water closer to home in
communities like this one in Odisha, India.

yourdollars
can

provide:

$30 $150 $300

pipes for
water systems

help to dig
a well

clean water in
homes

a

giftof peace . . .

. . . helps
prevent violence,

“. . . to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke 2:11)

... supports creative
peacemaking
in the midst of war, such as this theater
performance and discussion in Aleppo, Syria.

yourdollars
can

provide:

$25 $50

efforts to decrease
peace work in
domestic violence the midst of war

supporting Chea Muoykry in Cambodia
and others who teach practical strategies
for addressing and reducing domestic and
gender-based violence.

Your gift builds peace
in places torn by war
and violence. It trains
volunteers to teach
young people how
to prevent conflicts
from escalating. And
it supports peacemakers as they work
against injustice and
violence in their local
communities. You
can join MCC in
partnering for peace
around the world.

$100

tools for
conflict prevention

. . . reaches into schools,
training leaders for school peace clubs that help students such as Dauda
Babangida, left, and Abubakar Idris in Nigeria choose peace over violence.

a

giftof hope . . .
A gift of hope supports the breadth of the work
described in these pages – making a difference where
it’s needed the most. Through this gift, you are:
•

•
•

helping MCC respond to urgent needs of people
like 9-year-old Mingma Tamang and her family,
whose home was destroyed in a 2015 earthquake in Nepal, and helping to support longterm rebuilding and recovery;
bringing new opportunities to people around
the world;
partnering with MCC to give courageous
people the tools they need to work for peace in
their communities.

where
give
it’s needed
the most
$50 $200 $600
or choose your own amount!

. . . changes lives
around the world.

. . . improves the quality
of schools,

a

giftof education . . .

benefiting students such
as Aumul Banin in Kabul,
Afghanistan, by providing
teacher training, meals and
other support.

“This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:12)

. . . opens doors to
learning,

supporting schools such as this one
that reaches out to the marginalized
Twa ethnic group in Burundi.

. . . supports afterschool tutoring,
helping students, such as Edvin Dramaku (shown with
teacher Damir Vrbanec) in Serbia, gain more education than
their parents have had.
Your gift brings learning within reach. Help MCC to partner with local schools
and communities in more than 40 countries around the world. You can be part of
our work to share the joy of learning.

yourdollars
can

provide:

$10 $50 $75

school supplies

after-school
tutoring

support for
teachers

a

giftof relief . . .

. . . supports local
volunteers
responding to crises, such as Dmitriy
Lichiman, left, and Vladislav Makhovskiy
in Ukraine who are helping people forced
from their homes by conflict.

. . . there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace . . . .” (Luke 2:13-14)

. . . helps
rebuild
homes

Your gift meets urgent
needs and helps communities rebuild. In times
of conflict or disaster,
MCC works closely with
local partners to respond
quickly. MCC also supports
long-term
rebuilding
and recovery efforts that
continue to bring hope
months or years after the
world has stopped focusing
on a crisis. You can make a
difference for the millions
rebuilding their lives.

for people such as
Ludelyn Gonzalaes,
who lost her house
in Leyte, Philippines,
in Typhoon Haiyan
in November 2013.

yourdollars
can

provide:

$30

basic supplies for
families in need

$60 $200

food for a family
for a month

shelter materials

. . . brings comfort
to refugees
such as Remas (last name not
used for security reasons) and
her family, Syrians who fled to
Amman, Jordan, and received
MCC comforters, a relief kit and
school kits through MCC.

a

giftof health . . .

. . . the shepherds
said to one another,
“Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see
this thing that has
taken place . . . .”
(Luke 2:15)

. . . improves
hygiene
through education and projects
to build handwashing stations,
such as this one
at an elementary
school in Kasese
District, Uganda.

. . . reaches rural
communities,
promoting community health initiatives benefiting women such as Consuelo Esperanza
Sarmiento, left, in El Salvador (shown with
health promoter Gilma Maritza Escalante).

and helps address trauma for vulnerable families and
refugees such as this Iraqi refugee in Beirut, Lebanon
(name not used for security reasons).
Your gift improves the health and well-being of people around the world. MCC’s health work
includes health trainings; water, sanitation and hygiene projects; medical center support; care
for people living with HIV; and efforts to prevent the spread of HIV and other diseases. You
can be part of MCC’s efforts to help improve health for individuals and communities.

yourdollars
can

provide:

$30
access to
health care

$50

hand washing
stations

$75

better health
for women

a

giftof welcome . . .
Your gift welcomes newcomers to the U.S. and helps
them navigate the complex legal process of becoming
residents or citizens. MCC U.S. organizes and hosts
immigration law trainings, preparing people to begin the
rigorous accreditation process to accompany migrants in
legal proceedings. During trainings, participants such as
Claudia Porretti of Wilmington, Del., and Randy Wright
of Salona Beach, Calif., take part in role-playing exercises and other hands-on activities. By helping people gain
skills to reach out to newcomers, you are joining MCC in
sharing God’s love and compassion for all.

So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
Luke 2:16

yourdollars
can

provide:

$10

$25

$50

a warm welcome for newcomers to the U.S.

. . . supports 40-hour
immigration law trainings,
increasing the number of fair and trustworthy representatives who can accompany migrants in legal proceedings.

Looking for
larger gifts?

$750

Does your congregation, family or workplace
want to make a larger difference this holiday
season? Here are examples of the difference
larger gift amounts can make.

Gifts kids
can give!

gift of health

Your gift helps people find new ways to earn income.
In Iraq, $750 covers the cost of five beehives, enough
to give one person like Liza (last name not used for
security reasons) a chance to sell honey and divide
hives to grow her beekeeping business.

Your gift supports sanitation and hygiene projects. In
Uganda, $775 is the cost of building a latrine (shown
by teacher Baluku Yofesi). Without clean, private
sanitation facilities at school, girls often miss classes
each month or drop out once they reach puberty.

See if you can pair each photo on this page with the category (food,
water, etc.) that matches it in the booklet. Write in the category for each
photo. Hint: Look at the photos. Answers are at the bottom of the page.

$10

$5

$775

gift of livelihoods

This Christmas, give a gift that helps children and families
around the world. Below are examples of what your dollars can
do. Even small gifts add up, making a big difference!

rabbits and
other animals

seeds

Farmers use these seeds to plant corn
or other crops, then save seeds from the
harvest to plant next year.

Raising animals helps families earn
money they need for food, doctor
visits or school fees.

Category:

Category:

$10

$800

$3,600

Your gift helps people raise animals, earning money
families can use to pay for schooling, medical care
or to start other businesses. In Vietnam, $800 covers
the cost of a cow for Lê Ma. nh Châu and others
affected by exposure to Agent Orange.

Your gift of water builds wells and other water
systems that change lives across an entire community.
In Mozambique, $3,600 covers the cost of a well,
including filters, pumps and other needed equipment
and support.

school supplies

growing gardens

gift of water

Want to learn more about larger gifts? Contact a donor relations representative at your nearest MCC office (see back cover).

How many notebooks and pens do you
have for school? You can help students
like these have the supplies they need.

What’s your favorite food from the
garden? Help families around the world
grow healthy, nutritious vegetables.

Category:

Category:
Category answers: seeds = food; rabbits = livelihoods; school supplies = education; growing gardens = food

gift of livelihoods

$15

Mennonite
Central
Committee

Pass it on!
When you’re finished with this
booklet, please share it with a friend.
To order more booklets for your
family, friends, co-workers or church,
email us at donate@mcc.org or call
888.563.4676.

Mennonite Central Committee U.S.
21 South 12th Street, PO Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500
717.859.1151
MCC Central States
121 East 30th Street, PO Box 235, North Newton, KS 67117
316.283.2720
MCC East Coast
900 E. Howell Street, Philadelphia, PA 19149
215.535.3624
MCC Great Lakes
1013 Division Street, Goshen, IN 46528
574.534.4133
West Coast MCC
1010 G Street, Reedley, CA 93654
559.638.6911
MIX
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